
W a r m  g r e e t i n g s !

Despite its mighty hundred-year-old oaks and wonderful historic buildings which tell of 
its rich history, the town of Murska Sobota is a young and energetic town. Fast motorway 

link with the rest of Slovenia, the fast growing industrial zone, successful businesses, 
shopping malls on the edge of town, banks, insurance companies, educational centers 
and facilities and a lively pulse of the town, featuring a wide variety of cultural and 

social events –the town can be ranked alongside similar towns all aver Europe. 

Yet, Murska Sobota is different. Its people still understand how to stop in their tracks, 
take a breath and find delight in the joys of life. They have managed to preserve their 

hospitable Prekmurje soul intact and anybody who makes a stop in town feels great here. 

And all those who are as yet not familiar with our town and its environs, they are 
welcome to pay us a visit. They can rest assured that they are going to experience a lot of 

very plesant moments which, after all, is what really counts in life. 

Welcome in the heart of Prekmurje region. In the hearty Murska Sobota! 

Dr. Aleksander Jevšek, Mayor
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Zagreb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  151 km
Belgrade  . . . . . . . . . . .  503 km
Budapest  . . . . . . . . . .  299 km
Graz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100 km
Vienna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  240 km
Salzburg  . . . . . . . . . . .  366 km
Munich  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  524 km
Triest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  276 km
Venice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  418 km
Milan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  677 km
Bratislava  . . . . . . . . . .  300 km 
Prague  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  574 km
Zurich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  819 km

Maribor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58 km
Ljubljana  . . . . . . . . . .  179 km
Koper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  291 km
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At The Junction Of Routes 
Murska Sobota is situated in the central part of the Prekmurje 
flatland, along the Ledava River. Due to its abundance of 
water and easy access the town has always been very suitable 
for colonization. The first road, running from Leibnitz, Austria, 
past Murska Sobota and towards Dolga vas, originates from 
ancient Roman times. The medieval progress of town has 
been marked by the roads linking German countries with 
Hungary. Nowadays the town is located on the important 
motorway route Lisbon–Kiew. The town's first railway link  
was established in 1907 with Budapest, followed by a link 
with Ljubljana in 1924. There are five European capital cities 
which are more or less equally distant from Murska Sobota 
(Ljubljana, Slovenia; Vienna, Austria; Bratislava, Slovak 
Republik; Budapest, Hungary; Zagreb, Croatia).

Regional Centre
Murska Sobota is the centre of the northernmost Slovenian 
municipality with the population of twenty thousand people, 
established in 1995, linking the town of Murska Sobota with 
its neighbouring villages (Bakovci, Černelavci, Krog, Kupšinci, 
Markišavci, Nemčavci, Polana, Püšča, Rakičan, Stahovci, 
Veščica). As a town it was first mentioned in 1366. From the 
Middle Ages on it had been the centre of various 
administrative and judicial functions. Its status of the centre  
of Pomurje, of the region which links the Slovenian Pannonian 
space on both banks of the Mura River, i.e. the historical 
region of Prekmurje on the left bank and the historical region 
of Styria and Prlekija on the right bank, has nowadasy been 
confirmed by courts, health care facilities, schools, cultural 
institutions, businesses, banks and shopping malls

About The Name
The name Sobota is believed to originate from a personal 
name. In the oldest preserved documents from the 14th 
Century the name appears with the ending –Mura and various 
forms which, in the 15th Century, adopted the Hungarian 
ending –szombath. In the 19th Century, the name appears 
again, this time around as a mere name without an adjective, 
as Szobota which is a Slovenian form of the name written in 
Hungarian script. As Muraszombath it is first mentioned in a 
document dated 16 July 1348 and this is why the date has 
been chosen to be the Day of the Municipality of Murska 
Sobota. The approval of special rights of the town was signed 
in 1628 by Kaiser Ferdinand II in that the town is mentioned  
in the document as Olchincz, which is German for Sobota.

The Gifts Of St. Nicholaus
St.Nichoalus (Santa Claus), a bishop from Mira, Asia Minor, 
is the patron saint of the Murska Sobota minster where he 
can be seen in the altar painting, created by Matthias Schiffer 
in 1792. His image had also appeared in vanished baroque 
altar of the Murska Sobota castle chapel. On St. Nicholaus 
Day, the sixth of December, the town organises a petty-
tradesmen's fair. One of the most beautiful legends about 
St. Nicholaus has found its way into Sobota's coat-of-arms. 
He had presented three young girl with a bag of gold so that 
they could get married and did not have to sell their bodies. 
In various legends this bag has changed into pomegranates, 
into gold balls or even into the heads of three children who 
he had supposedly saved from death. In the Sobota coat-of-
arms the golden sun is above the silver lines of the town,  
on the horizon, and it rises and it sets.



First Colonisation
During the course of the construction of the motorway which 
runs south of Murska Sobota, the colonisation of the area 
has been defined for all archaeological eras with the help 
of archaeological excavations in the time period between 
2000 and 2002. The earliest colonisation of the area between 
Murska Sobota and the neighbouring village of Krog is 
described by the burial ground from the Copper Age (around 
3,500 B. C.) at the site Pod kotom-jug near Krog. A somewhat 
larger site from the early Iron Age (800–400 B. C.) a larger 
burial ground with peripheral ditches has been excavated 
at Nova tabla and Kotare-krogi. Numerous settlements from 
the early Bronze Age, early and late Iron Age (the time period 
between 2,500 and 100 B.C.) have also been excavated.

There are numerous excavated remnants of Roman 
settlements as well as a burial ground with peripheral ditches 
at Nova tabla and a circular tombstone of Viator which had 
been built into the facade of the minster; all these finds tell us 
about Roman colonisation. A Roman villa from the 2nd and 3rd 
Century B.C. discovered with the help of aerial photography, 
can be ranked among the more important finds.

An early Slavic colonisation between 600 and 800 is 
confirmed by numerous settlements on the south edge of 
the town of Murska Sobota, featuring earth cabins, hearths, 
wells and characteristic early Slavic pottery.

Development Of The Settlement
Only very little can be found out about how Murska 
Sobota used to look in the Middle Ages with the help of 
archaeological finds around the town castle and in its park. 
The urban character of the town has from time immemorial 
been defined by not only the so-called big road-via magna 
(the štefan-Kovač-Street of today) which used to run from 
Radgona, through Murska Sobota and on towards Savaria-
Szombathely, Hungary but also by the so-called via rega-
king's road (the Tišinska-Street of today). The first settlement 
had grown near the Catholic Church. At the site where 
the castle stands today, a mansion was created in the 13th 
Century, as the seat of the landed estate Belmura. In the 
diagonal betwen both the above said castles the town has 
developed as we know it today. Despite its status of a town, 
Murska Sobota really was just a country market town. It was 
only in the late 19th Century that the town started to adopt 
the image of a town, with new public buildings, banks and 
middle-class houses. Apart from the historic buildings of 
the late 19th Century there was also the spirit of Art Nouveau 
which was superimposed with the principles of modern 
town-planning which can be traced up to the present day.

The town has experienced its greatest growth from the 
Sixties of the previous Century on when it has, due to its 
industrial progress, attracted new inhabitants for whom 
residential areas with blocks-of-flats have been built. The 
neighbouring villages have gradually turned into residential 
outskirts of the town. Nowadays the industry, hospitals and 
even schools are moving out of the town centre and to its 
edges where newly-built shopping malls and trade centres 
have found their place.

Masters And Landlords
In the 9th Century the Murska Sobota area used to be part of 
the Slavic princedom Lower Pannonia, as well as part of the 
Salzburg archdiocese; in the time period of the Franconian-
Hungarian wars it got to be the area of Hungarian political 
interest and in the 12th Century it became part of the 
Megye District and as regards church administration it was 



incorporated into Zagreb Diocese which was established in 
1094 in that it was replaced by Győr Diocese. In 1217 King 
Andrew II changed the landed property into a crown fief. 
In the late 13th Century it was given to the Lower Lendava 
(Alsólendva) noble family Haholdi which, however, was soon 
replaced by the Güssing counts and later on by the Amades. 
Nicholas Amade (Omode) has united the landed property 
with the Upper Lendava (Felsőlendva) one thereby creating 
the largest fief in the territory of the present-day Prekmurje. 
In 1365, after the Amades had died out, the landed property 
was given to Nicholaus Széchy and in 1476 the Széchys 
released Murska Sobota from paying all public burdens  
and this has been confirmed by all the subsequent landlords. 
In 1479 King Matthias Korvin granted the town free  
market rights.

As early as the 14th Century military service yielded a group 
of freemen who had been granted aristocratic titles for their 
services. The untouchability of aristocratic rights and the 
special town rights have, to some extend, protected the 
town from Turkish raids of the 17th Century. In 1687 the last 
landowners of the Széchy family sold the landed estate to 
Peter Szápáry who was appointed hereditary landlord in 
1690 by the king and from then on the jurisdiction over the 
former Upper Lendava and Sobota landed estate was divided 
between the Szápáry and Batthyány families, the latter 
having been the owner of the Rakičan Castle, in that later on 
the two families became linked through matrimonial ties.  
The Szápáry counts stayed connected with the town of 
Murska Sobota up to the Thirties of the 20th Century when 
their property was sold by auction.

The majority Slovenian population lived to see the end of 
World War One in 1918 with the claim for self-determination. 
Yugoslav volunteers have, for a short period of time, 
occupied the town but very soon they were defeated by 
the Hungarians in the so-called Sobota Battle and there is 
monument in the Sobota cemetery to commemorate the 
fallen volunteers of the Sokol Legion. What followed was the 
proclamation of the Mura Republic, the only independent 
Soviet republic in the territory of Present-day Slovenia, and 
its decline within a few days after the proclamation. On 12 
August 1919 the military units of the Kingdom of Slovenians, 
Croats and Serbs marched into Murska Sobota, following 
the decision of the Peace Conference. A bit later they were 
followed by Slovenian civil servants and teachers who have 
subsequently changed the cultural image of the town.

Following a six-day German occupation in early April 1941 
the Hungarians once again occupied the town; already in the 
same year there was the first trial against partisans and two 
capital punishments (death by hanging) have been carried 
executed in the courtyard of the castle. In 1944 there was a 
mass deportation of the Jews into concentration camps and 
general mobilization, and on 3 April 1945 local partisans , 
together with the military units of the Russian Red Army, 
marched into town. The revolutionary authorities of the new 
socialist Jugoslavia rose to power, putting domestic traitors 
and members of the former economic and political elite to 
trial and part of the subsequent capital punshments was also 
executed in the courtyard of the castle.

The administration of the town has always been led by a 
mayor in that in different political systems the role of the 
mayor used to vary a lot. With the development of local self-
rule in the new independent Slovenia the significance of the 
mayor has increased greatly; the mayor is voted directly and 
he or she is accountable to the city council. In 2006 Murska 
Sobota became the seat of the independent Roman-Catholic 
diocese. In 2004 the people of Murska Sobota honoured the 
accession of Slovenia into the European Union by planting  
a vista of 25 trees at the access road to town.



Open Town
Slovenians are the majority ethnic group in the town of 
Murska Sobota. In the late 19th Century there were strong 
Hungarian, Jewish and German ethinc communities in town 
and they were instrumental in creating the cultural image 
of the developing town. The Roma ethnic community, living 
predominantly in the neighbouring village of Pušča, the 
largest Roma settlement in Slovenia, also represents an 
important share of the population of the area and Murska 
Sobota is the seat of their organisation, the Roma Union  
of Slovenia.

The christianization of the pagan settlers in the 9th Century 
used to spread from Salzburg and at the time a church is 
supposed to have been consecrated. Catholic confession 
used to be preserved due to the activity on the part 
of dioceses and parishes. In the 17th Century the new 
confessional movement, the Reformation, was adopted 
by the majority of the population, up to the point when 
Counter-Reformation prevailed. In 1892 the protestants 
regained a parish and in 1922 an independent seniority office 
was established. In 1976 the only Baptist church of Slovenia 
was registered in Murska Sobota, the Pentecost church, too, 
has a modern temple in that Advent Church is also active 
in town. In the 19th Century the Jews used to settle in town 
quite extensively and they are supposed to have had an 
oratory; in 1908 a new synagogue was built and in the time 
period between the two world wars it became the seat of 
the Jewish community of Slovenia to the point when the 
community has almost disappeared in the holocaust and the 
synagogue was pulled down in 1954. At this point, there is 
a monument dedicated to the Jewish community. The town 
has always welcomed immigrants in that nowadays the world 
has thrown its door open for the town of Murska Sobota.

From Craft To Industry,  
From Merchants To Shopping Malls
In the time period of its last counts the town of Murska 
Sobota was a developing country town with tradesmen and 
merchants coming to stay. In the late 18th Century a guild of 
button-makers was organised in town; there were also two 
guilds of shoemakers and tailors which were active in the 
entire territory, including Upper Lendava. From 1884 on there 
has been a printing house in town, the tradition of which 
has been preserved up to the present time. A tradesman's 
slaughterhouse evolved in 1922 into a meat-packing plant 
which eventually got to be the largest of its kind in the entire 
country, with extensive export. Agricultural background has 
promoted the development of food-processing industry and 
agricultural cooperatives, e.g. Pomurske mlekarne, Mlinopek 
and the group Panvita which has recently integrated quite a 
few of these systems. The year 1925 marks the beginning of 
clothing industry in Murska Sobota; after World war Two two 
independent dressmaking workshops were joined into the 
clothing factory Mura with a recognised trade-mark, which 
was the largest clothing factory in Central Europe. Building 
industry is another important industry in town, with SGP 
Pomgrad taking the lead. As early as 1856 the first larger 
trading company was established in town in that nowadays  
it is surrounded by shopping malls on its edges. At the 
eastern access road to town the Northern Trading and 
Industrial Zone (SOIC) has developed, tradesmen have been 
organised in the Chamber of Trade and Commerce in that 
a business incubator has been establish to promote young 
entrepreneurs. In the town centre there is not only a market 
hall, there are also quite a few banks. 



At The Junction Of Cultures
Murska Sobota has always been the cultural centre of its 
environs. In 1885 the first society was established, the 
Hungarian Educational Society for Slovenska krajina which 
also used to publish a newspaper Murska Sobota and Its 
Environs (Muraszombat es Videke). Later on Slovenian cultural 
societies have been established and most of them have in 
the recent times been integrated into the cultural society 
Štefan Kovač featuring the internationally acknowledged 
choir. Along with the Institute for Culture, Tourism and Sports 
which organises up to seventy theatre performances and 
twenty concerts a year, numerous societies in town are the 
carriers of cultural life of the town.

In 1955 the Regional Museum of Murska Sobota evolved from 
the collection of the Prekmurje Museum Society, established 
in 1935. The said museum is one of the renowned Slovenian 
regional museums, featuring a permanent exhibition on the 
history of the Prekmurje for which it was given a prestigious 
citation award by European Museum Forum; apart from 
the said collection the museum also organises thematic 
exhibitions and educational programmes throughout  
the year.

Since 1875 there has been an extensive Kazina library in town 
and in 1955 the Regional and Study Library of Murska Sobota 
was established on the basis of the aforesaid one. Apart from 
rarities it boasts a collection of the Prekmurje publications.

The Gallery of Murska Sobota was established in 1978 to 
continue the programme of the former Pavilion of Architect 
Novak. The gallery is taking pains to create a permanent 
collection of contemporary fine art of Pomurje, apart from 
organising exhibitions of not only domestic artists but also 
guests from abroad. The European Triennial of Small-Scale 
Sculpture is a traditional event which the gallery has been 
organising since 1973. The PAC (Pomurje Academic Club), 
too, has been organising exhibitions, trying to create a 
permanent collection of fine art, along with organising  
music evenings.

MIKK (Youth Cultural Club) organises cultural and educational 
programmes for young people, with a variety of events.

Since 1949 the central regional newspaper Vestnik has been 
published regularly in Murska Sobota. Murski val is a well-
liked local radio station, in that there are also two cable  
TV stations.

Many an important artist has been born in Murska Sobota, 
from the religious writer Blaž Jaklin in the 17th Century to a 
host of the 20th Century artists, such as art photographer  
Jože Kološa-Kološ, caricaturist Ladislav Kondor, cartoonist  
Miki Muster, actress Judita Hahn and composer Jože Grlec.

During the late 20th Century a lot of young people from 
Murska Sobota have been educated and trained at art 
academies not only in Slovenia but also abroad. Numerous 
painters, actors, directors and academically trained musicians 
have contributed a great deal in shaping not only the town's 
cultural space and the Slovenian cultural space but also 
international cultural space. Many of them are winners of 
important Slovenian cultural prizes like the actress Nataša 
Matjašec, the choreographer Matjaž Farič, the director Bojan 
Jablanovec and the painter Sandi Červek. There have also 
been quite a few writers and poets of middle and youger 
generations who have been born in Murska Sobota or else 
have chosen to make it their home where they have created 
their best works. Branko Šömen, Feri Lainšček, Milan Vincetič, 
Štefan Kardoš and Dušan Šarotar are ranked among the top-
notch Slovenian literary artists.



Educational Centre
The first Murska Sobota teacher dates back to the time 
period of Reformation in that the town has evolved into 
an educational centre during the early 20th Century. Apart 
from primary schools the town has been able to acquire five 
middle schools of various programmes and vocations and 
during the last few years a few higher education programmes 
have also been developed. And, last but not least, there 
is a music school to take care of the young generations 
of aspiring musicians; a few years ago it moved into new 
premises.

Hotels, Restaurants, Bars  
And Entertainment
Murska Sobota is the centre of a tourist-friendly area of 
natural thermal health resorts; the central facility offering 
overnight stay, a restaurant, a confectionery, an indoor pool 
and a fitness studio is the Diana Hotel in the town centre;  
not far away is the Zvezda Hotel with a restaurant and a 
tavern which is very attractive in summer due to its shady 
terrace under mighty horse chestnut trees. Apart from 
continetal food both the above said restaurants offer 
traditional Prekmurje-specialities, like the traditional pork-
and-sausage feast, bograč-stew and gibanica-cake (layers  
of thin pastry with pot cheese, poppy and apples).

There are nearly 200 restaurants and catering businesses  
in the municipality thus the gastronomic and culinary offer  
is varied and of high quality. Apart from traditional 
specialities, one can also enjoy Italian, Chinese and Balkan 
food and, last but not least, seafood dishes.

There are also several excellent restaurants in the environs  
of Murska Sobota and some of them really stand out with 
high quality food they have on offer. Based upon this rich 
culinary tradition a trade-mark of high quality food Smells  
of Prekmurje has been established.

Modern coffee houses and bars at the Culture Square, 
in Štefana-Kovača-Street, in Slomškova-Street and in 
Lendavska-Street offer a cosy atmosphere and comfortable 
terraces.

The best entertainment is on offer during traditional public 
events like the Sobota-Days festival and a series of music 
evenings called Sobota-Summer both of which are held in the 
town centre on warm summer evenings. On the premises of 
the shopping malls on the edge of town there are also leisure 
centres, offering not only restaurants and coffee shops but 
also movie theatres, music, billiards and bowling.

Sport And Leisure
Murska Sobota can boast a long and fruitful sports tradition. 
The first sports club Mura was established in 1924 which runs 
the Fazanerija football stadium. In the time period between 
two world wars the Sokol gymnastic society used to be very 
active and it was very instrumental in the erection of the 
gymnastic hall in Mladinska-Street which has preserved 
its function to this very day. The town has had a series of 
excellent sportsmen in various sports, especially table tennis 
and marshal arts, football, handball and basketball. Other 
popular sports include athletics, shooting, tennis and dance. 
All the year round there are sports events and competitions 
in marshal arts, there are numerous tournaments in team 
sports, as well as various races in running and walking.

Just outside the neighbouring village of Rakičan, there 
is a sports airfiled, run by Aeroclub Murska Sobota which 
also organises aerobatics and hot balloon meetings. 



Horsebackriding Club has its seat and its stables in the castle 
of Rakičan. In Krog there is a Kayacking Club with a long 
tradition of sports kayacking. There are also numerous sports 
facilities and fitness centers for all those who wish to work 
out on a regular basis.

A survey has shown that the Municipality of Murska Sobota 
has the highest numbers of sports facilities per person in the 
country which confirms that sports activities are very popular 
with our people.

A STROLL THROUGH MURSKA SOBOTA
The parish church of St.Nicholaus, presently the seat of the 
Diocese of Murska Sobota, was first mentioned in 1297. 
The late-romanesque core with a belltower dates back to 
the late 13th Century. During the late 14th Century it was 
reconstructed into a three-sided presbytery with ribbed 
arches and decorated by two layers of wall paintings. The 
older layer is believed to date back to the mid 14th Century 
and the later layer from around 1370 is believed to have 
been created by a Slovak painter.The paintings on the 
arches underneath the bell tower were created during 
the late 18th Century by the Graz painter Matthias Schiffer, 
in that following the last reconstruction the presbytery 
has bee completed by painted windows, created in 2003 
by the Murska Sobota painter Franc Mesarič. After several 
reconstructions during the time period between the 15th 
and 18th Century the church was thoroughly reconstructed 
during the years 1910 and 1912 in accordance with the plans 
by the architect Lázslo Tákács (1880–1916) who has kept the 
core of the old church intact and along it he has created a 
three-nave basilica with a cross-nave and an arched dome 
above the point of intersection. The pyramid-shaped facade 
rises into the sky into a powerful 60-metre high bell-tower. 
The facade is characterised by a series of five niches with 
the Szápáry coat-of-arms and a semi-circularly drafted main 
entrance into the church with a stylised flower werath. On 
the inside the western part is closed up by an organ gallery. 
The three-nave division is in tune with pseudo-hystoricistic 
elements and the fittings originate from various Hungarian 
arts-and-crafts workshops. In the axis of the main altar there 
is a large painting of St.Nicholaus, the patron saint of the 
church, presenting the three virgins with gifts, created by 
Mattias Schiffer in 1797; the inside of the church is completed 
by glass partitions created by Kregar and Bizovičar. Instead of 
lateral chapels on the southern side, by the bell-tower, there 
is the sepulchre of the Murska Sobota count, the patron of 
the church, while on the northern side there is the oratorio  
of the Rakičan count with a baptistery and a vestry.

District Court of Murska Sobota, 21, Slomškova-Street was built 
in the years from 1909 to 1911, according to the design by 
Ferenc Jablonski. It is one-storey, four-sided building with a 
multiple-axis facade, featuring two semicircularly rounded 
roof wreaths. The main entrance features the same semi-
circle as the ground-floor windows in that it is also decorated 
by an Art Nuveau door.

House, 23, Slomškova-Street was built in the Twenties of the 
previous Century. A distinctive two-axis part is joined by 
a closed balcony, supported by three consoles; the semi-
circularly designed three-part window rounds up a triangular 
gable. The motif of the profiled consoles is repeated in semi-
columns at the main entrance.

House, 44, Slovenska-Street was built in the late 19th Century in 
a historic style, very much like most of bank buildings of the 
time. The building is designed in pseudo-renaissance spirit, 
featuring two fortress-like risaltos with a somewhat richer 
ornamentation.



House, 46, Slovenska-Street was built in 1915, designed by the 
Architect Lázslo Tákács. With a slightly protruding part it leans 
against the neighbouring building. Its has been designed 
as a corner building, featuring the main entrance with a 
closed balcony in its central part, supported by two circular 
columns. The rectangular line of the windows is adorned by 
two wall fields ornamented by a sgraffito technique; these 
two fields are repeated above the windows of the main part 
of the building, and the corner of the building features a 
protruding semi-circular pier.

Building, 45, Slovenska-Street the former Vratarič home 
has been designed by the architect Ladislav Takacs 
before 1907. The facade on the first floor part features Art 
Nuveau elements in that the ground floor part has been 
reconstructed a great deal. The shallow wreaths aroud the 
windows, the softly agitated facade layers and the roof frise 
of fictitious arcades give the house a formal originality.

House, 43, Slovenska-Street the former Bölcs house with  
a pharmacy, probably dates back to the late 19th Century. 
It is a one-storey historic building with an emphasized 
corner part, a protruding stone balcony, supported by two 
voluted consoles and a stone balustrade with spherical 
prolongations.

House, 41, Slovenska-Street is believed to be the most 
beautiful Art Nouveau building of Pomurje. It was built in 
1907, designed by Ladislav Takacs. It has been designed as  
a one-storey corner building with its facades turned towards 
two streets. The corner part of the house is emphasized by 
a two-step corner turret and a semi-circular stone balcony. 
The central portal in the main street is oval, featuring 
characteristic Art Nouveau elements. The inside of the house 
and the backyard part are also realised in the same spirit. 
The prevalent ornamental motif are bees and stylised rose 
blossoms.

At one corner of the house there is a sign which marks the 
water level during the great flood of 1925. Murska Sobota 
has been know as a dusty town during dry seasons and a 
muddy town during rainy seasons with frequent floods, up to 
the point when in 1957 the water regulation canal bewteen 
the Mura River and the Ledava River was built and the first 
streets asphalt-coated.

House, 39, Slovenska-Street was designed and built by the 
local architect Štefan Mesarič in the late Twenties of the 
previous Century. It features a dominant three-axis facade 
division with a semi-circular tall entrance from the main 
street and a built balcony supported by round columns and 
a fence on the first floor. There is also a semi-circular front 
with two window openings among the semi-columns. The 
windows, too, are rounded up in a semi-circular way and 
there are two double console balconies which emphasize the 
prominence of the facade.

Zvezda Restaurant at Victory Square used to be a casino and 
Dobrai Hotel named after its owner Janos Dobrai. The one-
storey historical corner building, with its main facade facing 
the Victory Square, was built in 1909. During the subsequent 
years the entrance underneath the balcony has been walled 
in so that only the main entrance has remained. The lively 
facade, adorned by vegetal ornaments, with the prevalent 
motif of vine, the repeated faces of a young man and an 
older man as well as other elements, is rounded up with a 
beautifully shaped garret console adorned with a wreath. 
Quite attractive building elements are also pseudo-baroque 
roof fronts with three-part window openings and turrets  
of various sizes.

On 29 May 1919 Vilmoš Tkalec proclaimed the independent 
Mura Republic from the balcony of this building thus the 
reception room on the first floor bears the same name, 



displaying the documents of the time. In 1924 Fran Sušnik 
wrote about the Dobrai Hotel that ' … its guests and its elite 
neighbourhood are convinced that they are located at the exact 
centre of God's world,which spins around them. The faithful sons 
of Mother Slava gather here to solve important state, national 
and cultural issues …' The plot of the novel of the same name 
by Dušan Šarotar about the Prekmurje Jews is also set in  
this hotel.

House, 1, Stane-Rozman-Street was built in 1930 and it 
was designed by the architect Stjepan Planić. Four pairs of 
semi-circular smooth columns support the roof beam thus 
dividing the facade into the central part with a window 
which reaches well over the ground floor, and two lateral 
axes. On the left there is a tall narrow entrance. The building 
is a fare-well to historicism, predicting the arrival of 
modernism and the new Murska Sobota architect Feri Novak 
who has executed construction works of the villa.

Evangelical Complex with a church was built in the years 
between 1907 and 1910 in neo-gothic style, designed by 
the architect Ernő Gerey. It has been completed by the two 
lateral one-storey buildings with emphasized corners and 
triangular roof-fronts with double window niches and turrets. 
The church has been built following the model of the church 
at Nagyvárad (Oradea); it is a brick building with three frontal 
turrets in that the central one rises to form the steeple. The 
rose window above the main antrance is repeated in the 
altar part, with a painting of Martin Luther. On the inside the 
ripped ceiling is supported by columns in that both lateral 
balconies along the nave and the organ gallery above the 
main entrance are also supported by columns. The architect 
has also drafted wall paintings on the inside of the church 
but the altar painting The Deposition from the Cross has been 
created by Jenő Bory. 

Statue of Victory has been erected following the design by  
the Russian architect Arončik; it is made from white marble 
and dedicated to the honour and glory of the winners 
of World War Two, i.e. the Sovjet soldiers and Jugoslav 
partisans. It was formally unveiled in the presence of the 
representatives of Allied Forces on 12 August 1945. It has 
been drafted as a tomb which symbolizes the walls of the 
Kremlin, with a sentry in front of it and a mighty obelisk 
above it, with an image of Lenin in the bronze medal. The 
Svojet soldiers who had fallen in Prekmurje, were supposed 
to be buried here but their mortal remains have been buried 
in mass graves of the Murska Sobota cemetery. The statues 
of both soldiers have been created by Zdenko Kalin and 
Boris Kalin and the guns on both lateral platforms are part of 
military equipment of the time. At the decline of communism 
when a lot of such monuments have been removed the 
above said monument has been preserved as a unique 
symbol of the town of Murska Sobota and its history in  
that it also preserves the memory of the victims of the war.

Town Park is one of the best preserved castle parks in 
Slovenia, with an area of nine and a half hectares. In the 
park there are two-hundred-year-old oaks, beech trees, ash 
trees, linden trees, patches of grass and a small artificial lake. 
From the Evangelical Church, through the park, there is the 
Trubar Walk, leading up to the castle entrance, featuring 
a few statues and monuments, eg. the bust of the first 
Slovenian writer Primož Trubar, created by sculptor Drago 
Tršar, a monument to the memory of the teachers who have 
fallen during World War Two, created by Feri Novak, erected 
at the twentieth annivesray of the annexation of Prekmurje 
to Slovenia. There are also 19 stone lithopoints, distributed 
throughout the park, created by sculptor Marko Pogačnik, 
and a children's playground. The green spaces of the town 
are rounded up by Fazanerija, the remains of a former forest 
in the northwestern part of the town. There is the green path 





leading through the green spaces and it starts and it ends  
in front of the Regional and Study Library.

The Murska Sobota Castle (the former Szápáry Castle) was 
first mentioned in 1255 as the Bel Mura mansion, where 
the Count Palatine and the Slavonic Ban Roland used to 
regulate financial and cadastral issues. As the administrative 
seat of landed estate it was given to the noble family Széchy 
in the late 14th Century and in its place the family built a 
rectangualr two-storey renaissance castle with protruding 
rectangualar corner turrets in the late 16th Century. In 1687 
the castle was purchased by Peter Szápáry and in 1934 the 
Municipality of Murska Sobota purchased it from his heirs. 
The present look of the castle originates mainly from the 
early 18th Century when the courtyard tracts were enclosed 
by arcades and both entrance portal were additionally 
modelled. The older concept of the northern portal and 
some hidden renaissance windows confirm that the northern 
facade is the oldest part of the castle which is nowadays 
ornamented by a baroque-like three-axis risalto. The eastern 
facade features a remarkable baroque portal from the early 
18th Century which originally had been a part of the Budapest 
palace Grassalkovich which was destroyed in the late 19th 
Century. As regards the inside of the castle a remarkable 
castle reception room from the mid 18th Century has been 
preserved, painted in the late-baroque illusionistic style with 
an iconographic creation of the peace allegory, believed to 
have been created by Johannes Pöckl. An interesting part is 
also the former castle chapel which is now used for wedding 
ceremonies. In the place of the former altar part there are 
'dark' paintings by the local painter Sandi Červek arranged  
in a vertical axis. The castle also houses the Regional Museum  
of Murska Sobota.

Step Into the Present
The Murska Sobota architect Feri Novak (1906–1959) has  
been trained in Vienna, Austria and for a short period of  
a few months he has worked in the studio of the famous 
French architect Le Courbusier. Through his works he 
ascribed to architectural functionalism already before the war 
in that he has marked the modernism of Murska Sobota after 
the war. In the years between 1934 and 1935 he designed the 
swimming pool in Fazanerija, in 1936 he designed the former 
Workers' Hall, in that he has also designed the corner building 
at Victory Square where the seat of Municipaliyt of Murska 
Sobota is today, the Vučak-Villa at the entrance to Trubar-
Walk, the building of the former cinema theatre and  
the building of the projecting bureau, both in Štefana-Kovača-
Street. Along the said street there are also characteristic 
rectangular blocks-of-flats which he designed in 1956. From 
the end of the war and up to his death he has been the chief 
town-planner, designing not only blocks-of-flats but also 
other residential buildings, public buildings and monuments, 
e.g. memorial plate and obelisk to the memory of the victims 
and deceased internees OF World War Two at the town 
cemetery (1948)

His legacy as well as that of László Takács has been adopted 
by Edvard Jalšovec who has designed some of the most 
beautiful contemporary objects, like the Šavel Centre in 
Cvetkova-Street. The lightblue four-storey building with 
characteristic protruding balconies follows the street line 
with one of its parts and with its central glass part it leanes 
against the other one which is arranged in a straight line. 
Next to it, just across the street, there is the complex of new 
music school, comprised of three spatial volumes; close to 
it there are blocks-of-flats arranged in different directions, 
designed by another renowned Murska Sobota architect 
Andrej Kalamar who seduces with his soft oval forms and 
characteristic colour nuances which get animated in glas 



surfaces of the block-of-flats Sončnica (Sunflower) close 
by. The company of renowned Murska Sobota architects is 
rounded up by Iztok Zrinski with his designs of the Regional 
and Study Library in the town centre and the mortuary at 
the town cemetery. Both these objects are characterised by 
floating projecting roofs, supported by delicate tall round 
columns with the help of which the architect pays hommage 
to classical colonnade-like line of ancient temples.

IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
The Rakičan Castle
Rakičan was first mentioned in 1322 as Rekethye and as 
early as the 17th Century it had acquired market rights. In 
the Middle Ages a castle is believed to have been located 
at the main royal road in that the first stronghold was first 
mentioned in 1431. Subsequent reconstructions have 
almost erased the medieval core of the castle. The noble 
family Batthyány used to own the landed estate for quite a 
long time and in the early 17th Century it fortified the castle, 
due to Turkish danger. When the danger had passed the 
castle was thoroughly rebuilt in baroque style so that in the 
late 18th Century the stronghold was turned into a country 
mansion that we know today. The relatively large inner 
courtyard is encircled by four tracts, which feature the central 
residential one-storey building. The turrets at the corners 
have two storeys and they limit the facade which features 
a representative entrance part, characterised by a richly 
ornamented front which is rounded off by two voluted wings 
with three stone vases at the top. The scheme of this risalto 
is repeated at the courtyard side where the main building 
is supported by strong arcardes resting on built columns. 
The other three tracts have only the ground floor and do not 
feature much ornamentation, except for a renaissance portal 
which makes access from the street side possible. With the 
departure of the last owners, the German noble family Saint 
Julien Walsee and due to tumultuous times the inventory has 
gone lost without a trace. It was only during the restoration 
during the latest decade that some of the ornamentation has 
been discovered, especially parts of the baroque stucco work. 
The castle is surrounded by a well-preserved English park.

The Mura River
The people living on its banks are emotionally very attached 
to it. Throughout history the river has permanently changed 
its stream thus creating a lot of meanders which have created 
water nymphs and other mythical creatures in the fantasy of 
the people, they have inspired poets and painters and today 
they offer habitat for rare species of plants and animals. 
Its riverbed has been regulated, the current has picked up 
speed but the mystery of early morning silver lining above 
the water has remained. Due to floods the people have 
never dared to poulate its banks but they have built not 
only ferries and one of them has remained and it still links 
Prekmurje with Sytria and Prlekija, but also bridges such as 
the 833-metre-long motorway bridge, the longest bridge in 
the country. There are strolling paths along the river, there 
are picknick places, the villages of Krog and Bakovci organise 
traditional rafting down the river, and the entire municipality 
is the starting point of cycling routes, leading to the Mura 
River, to the flatland villages of the Ravensko and Dolinsko  
or the slopes of the Goričko. 



Municipality of Murska Sobota 
Kardoševa 2, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 2 525 16 77, F: +386 2 525 16 15 
E: mestna.obcina@murska-sobota.si 
I: www.murska-sobota.si

Tourist Information Centre 
Zvezna ulica 10, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 534 11 30 
E: tic.sobota@siol.net 
business hours: 
Monday –Friday: 9.00–16.00 
Saturday 9.00–12.00 

Regional Museum of Murska Sobota 
Trubarjev drevored 4, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386  2 527 17 06, +386 2 535 14 58 
I: www.pok-muzej-ms.si 
opening hours: 
Tuesday -Friday 9.00–17.00 
Saturday 9.00–13.00 

Regional and Study Library 
Zvezna ulica 10, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 530 81 10 
I: www.ms.sik.si 
opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 8.00–19.00 
Saturday 8.00–13.00 

Gallery of Murska Sobota 
Kocljeva ulica 7, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 2 522 38 34 
I: www.galerija-ms.si 
opening hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 9.00-17.00 
Saturday 9.00-12.00 

Youth Culture Club 
Trubarjev drevored 4, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 534 98 90 
I: www.mikk-ms.si 

Institute of Culture , Tourism and Sport 
Trubarjev drevored 4, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 2 521 43 80 (Office)
T:  +386 2 521 43 81 (Theater)

BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Prekmurje Chamber of Economy 
Lendavska ulica 5a, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 521 36 50 
I: www.gzs.si 
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Regional Chamber of Trade 
Lendavska ulica 33, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 521 40 10 
I: www.ooz-ms.si 

Regional Development Agency Mura 
Lendavska ulica 5a, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 536 14 61, F: 00386 2 536 14 65 
I: www.rra-mura.si 

Development Centre of Murska Sobota 
Lendavska ulica 5a, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 59 081 145
I: www.rcms.si 

ACCOMMODATION 

DIANA Hotel*** 
Slovenska ulica  52, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 514 12 00, F: +386 2 514 12 45 
I: www.hotel-diana.si 

ZVEZDA Hotel*** 
Trg zmage 8 , 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 5391 573, +386 590 86 259 
I: www.hotel-zvezda.si 

Lovenjakov dvor - ŠTRK Hotel****
Polana 40, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 525 21 58, F: +386 2 525 21 57 
I: www.gostilna-lovenjak.com 

Youth Hostel, Dormitory Murska Sobota 
Tomšičeva ulica 15, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 530 03 10, F: +386 2 530 03 11 
I: www.d-dom.ms.edus.si 

Regional Educational Centre Rakičan** 
Lendavska 28, Rakičan, 9000 Murska 
Sobota 
T: +386 2 535 18 96, F: +386 2 535 18 97 
I: www.ris-dr.si 

ČARDA Motel **
Nemčavci 39c, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 548 11 18 
I: www.motel-carda.si 

LETALIŠČE Motel
Muzge 2, Rakičan, 9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 2 5361 006, +386 31 508 142
I: www.motel-bagari.si 

Boarding House CIPOT 
Obrtna ulica 28, 9000 Murska Sobota 
T: +386 2 532 12 95, F: +386 2 521 12 15 
I: www.murska-transport.com 

Ingolstadt, Germany, since 1979
Paraćin, Serbia, since 1979 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA, since 1996
Podstrana, Croatia, since 2000
Turnov, Czech Republic, since 2005
Körmend, Hungary, since 2012

Sister Cities of Murska Sobota

February  CARNIVAL in Town center 

May  BOGRAČIADA in Town center, 

Cooking competition

 FAMILY PICKNICK in Town Park 

June  SOBOTA-DAYS FESTIVAL 
in Town Park, Culture and Entertainment

 MUSEUM SUMMER NIGHT 
Regional Museum of Murska Sobota 

July  SOBOTA-SUMMER at Culture Square,  

Music Program Fridays Evening, Program for 

Children Saturdays morning 

August  FICHPICKNICK, Music, entertainment, 

Lake of Murska Sobota

 FRONTA, International Festival of modern dance 

October  THERESA-FAIR 

traditional petty-tradesmen's fair  (15. October)

 Festival “BUJTA REPA” in Town Center,  

Cooking competition

 HALLOWEEN DANCE in the Castle of Rakičan

November FIEST OF ST. MARTIN in Town Center

December  ST. NICHOLAUS-FAIR, traditional petty-

tradesmen's fair (6. December) 

 OUTDOOR NEW YEAR'S EVE, Town center, 

Entertainment, Music

Events in Murska SobotaInformation

General Information on Municipality of Murska Sobota

Population: 20,266
Area:  64.44 km2

Height above sea level:  190 m
Average sunny hours: 1,660 a year www.murska-sobota.si, www.zkts-ms.si


